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EPAi 8AUGET SITE Q CLEANED UP; WORK CONTINUES AT NEARBY SITE Q

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 5 said today

that hazardous waste cleanup at a portion of the Saugct Area 2

site, Sauget, IL, has been completed. Cleanup of another nearby

site is progressing on schedule.

At Site Q, which is part of Sauget Area 2, EPA excavated and

disposed of about 297 tons of contaminated soil. The soil was

taken by rail and truck to a disposal facility in Idaho.

Site Q is one of 12 Sauget-area hazardous waste sites. The

90-acre landfill is on the eastern bank of the Mississippi River,

which is a source of drinking water for many area cotnrounities.

During the 1993 flood, the site was under water. This eroded

part of the original cover and exposed 13 deteriorated drums along

the river bank. Sampling results showed high levels of

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's) in the drums and in the sediment.

PCB-contaminated sediment poses risks to aguatic ecosystems and to

people who may eat contaminated fish.
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Site G, a section of the Sauget area that caught fire four

times in 1994, is also being addressed. This is expected to be

completed by late June. Work consists of consolidating

contaminated material within site boundaries, installing a soil

cover to prevent additional movement of contaminants, and clearing

the site to prevent the potential for more fires.

The Sauget sites are in a combined residential and Industrial

area. Sites Q and G are mainly in the industrial section.

However, if not cleaned up, contaminants could move onto other

nearby industrial properties or into nearby Dead Creek, which flows

into the Mississippi River.

EPA banned the manufacture of PCB's in 1979 because they

accumulate in the environment and may cause health problems for

people-
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